Lymphomatoid papulosis in children: experience of five cases and the treatment efficacy of methotrexate.
We present a case series of childhood lymphomatoid papulosis (LyP), an entity which is commonly misdiagnosed and poorly described in the paediatric dermatology literature. Clinically and histologically, the features of LyP in children can mimic insect bite reactions, with prominent dermal neutrophils and eosinophils. However, CD30 immunohistochemical staining of atypical lymphocytes within a mixed inflammatory infiltrate should point to the diagnosis of LyP. There is no consensus to guide management of childhood LyP due to its rarity and largely unknown natural course. We discuss our experience with LyP in five children and the use of methotrexate to induce rapid resolution of persistent lesions and to reduce recurrences in two children. Although none of our cases have experienced malignant transformation to date, life-long monitoring is advocated.